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Summary of evidence 

RTPI Cymru has developed an approach to the NDF which has been 
informed by our cross-sectoral Policy and Research Forum and discussions 
with RTPI members across Wales. Our evidence promotes a leadership role 
for the NDF, which has the ability to draw together potentially competing 
national land uses to provide an integrated approach to investment decisions 
with a national impact. 

Summary of key issues/conclusions 

To achieve such an important and beneficial role there are some key 
principles which need to underlie the preparation of the NDF. 

 Timescale for preparation and review needs to be realistic but not
over lengthy, and include time for engagement and consultation.

 Adequate professional resources must be allocated to enable the
necessary level of data gathering, assessment, consultation and final
presentation to meet the agreed timescales.

 Clear lines of responsibility at Departmental and Ministerial level
should be detailed within the Welsh Government

 Take a long term perspective.

 Establish a widespread level of support at the outset.
In order to maximise the benefits, the NDF needs to: 

 Be evidence based and deliverable - The NDF must show evidence
of need for investment and evidence to justify the location



 be spatially defined - by this we mean that it should make choices 
between places - The NDF should only include policies and proposals 
which are spatial; other policies are more appropriately included in 
PPW. 

 provide integration across-different sectors and should spatially 
integrate all national policies. 

In particular, the NDF should spatially map out: 

 Transport investment and demand management corridors –  

 Air Quality  
 Energy infrastructure 

 Cross-border linkages of policy and infrastructure – the NDF 
should define those linkages across the border with England and the 
sea border with Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

 a settlement hierarchy for Wales, especially related to the best 
locations for future growth,  

 National Parks and AONBs 

 Minerals 

 Waste 

 
Why have you submitted this evidence? 
 
RTPI Cymru believes the National Development Framework (NDF) should set 
the framework for decision-making on major spatial planning policy and 
infrastructure at the national level.  
The content of the NDF needs to be strategic in nature, setting the context for 
taking difficult national decisions, at a much earlier stage than is currently the 
case.  
It should inform long-term investment goals and identify the strategic 
development consequences of major infrastructure, and the infrastructure 
consequences of strategic development. Importantly the NDF should lead in 
integrating major investment decisions and support strategic and local 
development planning across Wales. 

 
How should this evidence inform the development of the NDF? 
 
The evidence from RTPI Cymru, supported by a further detailed briefing 
paper, provides a number of principles to guide the development of the NDF.  
It also provides evidence of why a strategic approach to development is 
required in Wales and the need for collaboration across Government and 
stakeholders to achieve the Wales We Want. 

 



How does this evidence and any actions it recommends help achieve the 7 
well-being goals? 
 
The NDF offers the opportunity to identify environmental characteristics and 
broad strategies to balance protection, access, economic opportunities and 
living communities to meet the Well-being Goals. It should recognise that land 
and other resources are finite and subject to competing demands. The 
strategy the NDF sets out should help decision making on those competing 
demands. 
Tackling national infrastructure challenges individually, or on a sector by 
sector basis, is a highly inefficient process. The NDF should include a 
coherent national infrastructure strategy whose policies and proposals inform 
and incorporate other national plans.  
The NDF can provide the long term perspective to future-proofing society from 
the impacts of climate change, including extreme weather, water provision 
and energy supply, in hand with anticipated demographic change i.e. 
population growth, ageing populations and social cohesion. 

 
Why is the evidence of national significance? 
 
RTPI Cymru recognises the hierarchy of the development system introduced 
by the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 and has been careful to ensure that 
evidence relates to the national level, so ensuring the role for Strategic 
Development Plans (SDPs) and Local Development Plans (LDPs) are not 
undermined. It is essential that the hierarchy is respected. 
However, we do acknowledge that where there is no SDP, the NDF may need 
to perform that role. 

 
Do you agree for your evidence to be made public? (Only evidence that can 
be made public will inform the development of the NDF) 
 
Yes, including our additional briefing paper providing more detail. 
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