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1. NDF Outcomes (chapter 3)

The NDF has proposed 11 Outcomes as an ambition of where we want to be in 20
years’ time.

e Overall, to what extent do you agree or disagree the 11 Outcomes are a
realistic vision for the NDF?
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¢ To what extent do you agree with the 11 Outcomes as ambitions for the NDF?
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o [f you disagree with any of the 11 Outcomes, please tell us why:
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Whilst this is supported, Outcome 4 is unlikely to be achievable, given current
statistics of decline of the language.

Outcome 11 refers to delivering sustainable decarbonised society, but whilst this is
clearly desirable, it would require all carbon emissions to reduce to zero, which is not
envisaged anywhere within the draft framework. Until science finds a way to
decarbonise the atmosphere, continuing to discharge carbon, albeit reduced
amounts of carbon, to the atmosphere will continue to worsen matters. It is wrong to
claim this will result in a decarbonised society.




2. Spatial Strategy (policies 1 - 4)

The NDF spatial strategy is a guiding framework for where large-scale change and
nationally important developments will be focused over the next 20 years.

¢ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the spatial strategy and key
principles for development in...
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(Policy 4)

¢ If you have any comments on the spatial strategy or key principles for
development in urban and rural areas, please tell us:

Urban development and the fact that Wales has declared a climate emergency
implies that these two matters are incompatible with each other. No matter what
improved take up of public transport is achieved by other policies, residents will not
be persuaded to stop purchasing cars. It is therefore important that urban
development is accompanied by adequate parking facilities, both in residential and
commercial areas.

All too often the provision of transport infrastructure and housing delivery are not
properly aligned. It is just as important to ensure that all transport infrastructure,
including highway improvements off site are provided prior to occupation, just like
other infrastructure such as gas, water and electricity are so provided. Careful use of
S.106 Agreements and CIL are important here, but there is no mention anywhere of
any of this. Infrastructure strategies better aligned with housing policy are key to
meeting the long-term needs of new communities. In rural areas it is important that
these policies apply to all communities, irrespective of size, not just to towns and
villages.




3. Affordable Housing (policy 5)

The NDF sets out the approach for providing affordable housing, encouraging local
authorities, social landlords, and small and medium-sized construction and building
enterprises to build more homes.

¢ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the approach to increasing
affordable housing?
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¢ [f you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF approach the delivery of
affordable housing?

Building an additional 114,000 dwellings by 2038 would require a step change in the
rate of building provision currently experienced and would also be incompatible with
the fact that a climate emergency has been declared in Wales. The urgency would
seem to be the need to resolve the climate problem rather than to build further
developments. The speed of issue of consent is also of course of importance to the
rate of development.

4. Mobile Action Zones (policy 6)

o To what extent do you agree or disagree the identification of mobile action
zones will be effective in encouraging better mobile coverage?
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¢ If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF improve mobile phone
coverage in the areas which currently have limited access?

Enhanced co-operation between mobile phone operators is also necessary to ensure
that a multiplicity of transmission masts does not result. IN addition, sharing
resources between operators is clearly required.




5. Low Emission Vehicles (policy 7)

¢ To what extent do you agree or disagree that policy 7 will enable and

encourage the roll-out of charging infrastructure for ultra-low emission
vehicles?
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o If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF enable and encourage the
roll-out of charging infrastructure for ultra-low emission vehicles?

Future ultra-low emission vehicles will not necessarily all require electrical charging
facilities. The nature of the technology to power these vehicles is a developing
science and the

final solution may not be what is currently on the horizon. Care should be taken with
this as

the widespread provision of charging infrastructure could become unnecessary.
Multiplicity of types of charging connections is a challenge. It is also clear that the

development of batteries (e.g. changing uncharged / run-down batteries for charged
batteries) may prove a better option.

6. Green Infrastructure (policies 8 & 9)

e To what extent do you agree or disagree with the approach to maintaining and
enhancing biodiversity and ecological networks?
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7. Renewable Energy and District Heat Networks (policies 10-15)

¢ To what extent do you agree or disagree with the NDF’s policies to lower
carbon emissions in Wales using...
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e If you disagree with the NDF’s approaches to green infrastructure, renewable
energy or district heat networks, what alternative approaches should we
consider to help Wales to enhance its biodiversity and transition to a low
carbon economy?

We need to ensure there are sufficient supplies of electricity to meet demands and
avoid interruptions, reduce the reliance on imported energy supplies and on fossil
fuels, reduce the production of harmful emissions, promote energy efficient
measures and maximise sustainable energy sources — wind, tidal, wave, solar and
stream.

There are a number of issues to explore including all viable forms of sustainable
energy production to ensure continuous supply and researching and investing in
battery technologies to alleviate concerns on the imbalance of potential electricity
demand / consumption to the availability of supplies, particularly during peak periods.
It is unlikely that District Heating Networks will be successful.

8. The Regions (policy 16)

e To what extent do you agree or disagree with the principle of developing
Strategic Development Plans prepared at a regional scale?
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The NDF identifies three overall regions of Wales, each with their own distinct
opportunities and challenges. These are North Wales, Mid and South West Wales,
and South East Wales.

9. North Wales (policies 17-22)

We have identified Wrexham and Deeside as the main focus of development in
North Wales. A new green belt will be created to manage the form of growth. A
number of coastal towns are identified as having key regional roles, while we support
growth and development at Holyhead Port. We will support improved transport
infrastructure in the region, including a North Wales Metro, and support better
connectivity with England. North West Wales is recognised as having potential to
supply low-carbon energy on a strategic scale.

e To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the North Region?
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10. Mid and South West Wales (policies 23-26)

Swansea Bay and Llanelli is the main urban area within the region and is our
preferred location for growth. We also identify a number of rural and market towns,
and the four Haven Towns in Pembrokeshire, as being regionally important. The
haven Waterway is nationally important and its development is supported. We
support proposals for a Swansea Bay Metro.

e To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the Mid and South West Region?
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11. South East Wales (policies 27-33)

In South East Wales we are proposing to enhance Cardiff's role as the capital and
secure more sustainable growth in Newport and the Valleys. A green belt around
Newport and eastern parts of the region will support the spatial strategy and focus
development on existing cities and towns. Transport Orientated Development, using
locations benefitting from mainline railway and Metro stations, will shape the
approach to development across the region. There is support for the growth and
development of Cardiff Airport.

e To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the South East Region?
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If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions,
please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you
think they would be better.

The South East Region desperately requires the M4 Relief Road to be built using the
Black Route as recommended by the Planning Enquiry. This road is essential to the
sustainability of the whole of South Wales as it would both reduce congestion and
provide a reduction in carbon emissions as demonstrated during the Enquiry.
Connectivity between the North and South of Wales is also in dire need of
improvement yet has not received any mention within the document.




12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal

As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities,
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change
and economic development.

e Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability
Appraisal Report? Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators
you consider would strengthen the ISA.

There should be a comprehensive study of Wales’ extensive coastline (with one of
the highest tidal ranges in the world) carried out to identify energy investment
opportunities and invest in improvements to new and existing buildings to improve
energy efficiency and reduce energy poverty. We should also use the National
Development Framework to inform planning decisions on new energy developments,
creating “preferred sites” for different energy generation types.

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment

As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation
and Special Protection Areas for birds.

e Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report?

No comments offered.




14. Welsh Language

We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.

e What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?

The NDF is unlikely to have any effect on the use of the Welsh language or the use
of any other language currently spoken in Wales.

Welsh Government however is constantly trying to attract inward investment from
overseas. Use of the Welsh language in these circumstances is likely to have a
negative effect.

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or
changed so as to have:

I.  positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably
than the English language, and

II.  no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.

Neither language should be used less favourably than the other, both are of equal
importance.

Any other interpretation could be seen to be discriminatory. The NDF should not
contain any text that suggests otherwise.

15. Further comments

¢ Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?

A significant absence in the document is that it does not contain any national
planning for a transportation strategy covering road, rail and other forms / modes of
transport. It is important that this is included as no future development will succeed
without it. Transport is fundamental to everything that we do.




16. Areyou...?

Providing your own personal response

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation

Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the
internet or in areport. If you would prefer your response to
remain anonymous, please tick here






