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1989
South Wales Area Traffic

Survey (SWATS)

1990
SWATS report identified need for 

substatial improvements to the M4 
around Newport

1991
Proposal for M4 Relief Road 

included in Welsh Trunk Road 
Forward Programme 1991 - 2004

Transport programmes produced to 
develop a motorway solution to the 

south of Newport

2004
Minister reviewed transport 

programmes and announced 
proposals for New M4

2006
Public exhibition held on the  

Preferred Route and Junction Strategy 
for a motorway to the  

south of Newport

2006 - 2009
Development of Business Case 

for New M4 2009
Announcement New M4  
not affordable at this time

2010 - 2012
M4 Corridor Enhancement Measures 

(CEM) Programme explored 
packages of measures culminating in 

public consultations between  
March and December 2012

June 2013
Minister announces a significant 

change in the affordability of a major 
enhancement of the M4

September - December 2013
Consultation strats on a  
draft Plan, its Strategic  

Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
other associated assessments

July 2014
Adoption of the Plan for the  

M4 Corridor around Newport and 
modification of the preferred Route 

(TR111) protecting corridor for 
planning purposes

January - July 2014
Development of the Plan for the 

M4 Corridor around Newport, 
its SEA statement and other 

associated assessments

March 2015 - March 2016
Preliminary Design of Scheme 

under ECI contract
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Black Route (the main element
of the draft plan)
Red Route (the main element to the
'reasonable' to the draft Plan)
Purple Route (the main element to the
'reasonable alternative' to the draft plan)
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Draft Plan Options (Black, Red and
Purple Routes)
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Alternative Route Corridors
considered in the Preferred Route

Review (B1-B6)
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Option B2
Option B3
Option B4
Option B5
Option B6
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