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Annex A: Habitat Suitability for Otters 

 



Date of 
survey 

Waterbody 
reference 
number 

Waterbody characteristics Adjacent  habitat 

07/07/2015 861 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs. Dense cover 
throughout. Nearby area of woodland provide suitable 
holts and lying up areas. 

Marshy grassland and 
broad leaved 
plantation woodland 

07/07/2015 56 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs with 
occasional bramble thickets. Nearby area of woodland 
provide shelter and lying up areas. 

Broad leaved 
plantation woodland   

07/07/2015 51 Dominated with monocots & herbs with hedgerow on 
west bank. Adjacent woodland provides ideal 
environment of holts and lying up.  

Broad leaved 
woodland 

07/07/2015 42 Holds little to no water. Some tree cover would 
provide suitable commuting routes for otter. 

Arable land  (south),  
Percoed reen (north)  

07/07/2015 54 Holds little to no standing water with occasional trees.  Arable land 

08/07/2015 43 Dominated with monocots & herbs, with occasional 
trees and shrubs.  Adjacent areas of woodland provide 
otter lying up areas. 

Broadleaved 
woodland & grassland 
(north),  

08/07/2015 94 Holds little water with common reed and line of 
mature trees.   

Percoed reen (north) 
and arable land 
(south) 

08/07/2015 54 Holds little to no water, dominated with common reed 
and mature trees. 

Arable land 

08/07/2015 99, 96 Lane with field ditch with shallow and line of mature 
trees and shrubs.  

Arable land (west) 
and small road (east)  

13/07/2015 671 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs with 
occasion shrubs and trees. Connectivity via reen and 
field ditches to other areas of optimal habitat 
throughout area. 

Grazing marsh and  
marshy grassland  

13/07/2015 664 Ditch along Barecroft Common shaded throughout by 
mature trees and shrubs. 

Road (north) and 
grassland (south)  

13/07/2015 894 4m wide reen passing through Wildlife Trust managed 
habitats, banks dominated with monocots & herbs 
and connectivity to optimal habitat within local 
landscape. 

Grassland (north) and 
marshy grassland 
(south) 

13/07/2015 673 Petty Reen with banks dominated with monocots & 
herbs, with occasional trees. Connectivity to wider 
habitat within local landscape. 

Grassland (west) and 
marshy grassland 
(east) 

13/07/2015 847 Wide reen regularly cut bank that is very open with 
little cover for otter.  Appears reen has been recently 
fenced to prevent cattle poaching.  

Grassland 

13/07/2015 850 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs, with 
occasional trees. Connectivity to wider habitat within 
local landscape. 

Grassland (east) and 
marshy grassland 
(west) 

15/07/2015 629 Dry field ditch along south side of farm access track 
with steep banks and occasional shrub.  

Rush Wall track 
(north) and Grassland 
(south) 

15/07/2015 882 Wide reen with diverse aquatic macrophyte 
assemblage and areas of dense common reed cover.  

Grassland 

15/07/2015 845 Wide reen dominated with common reed in places 
with dense scrub and woodland to the north providing 
optimal lying up areas. 

Broad leaved 
woodland (north) and 
grassland (south) 

15/07/2015 675 Field ditch with banks dominated with dense stand of 
monocots & herbs. Dense scrub and woodland to west 
provide suitable lying up areas for otter. 

Broadleaved 
woodland (west) and 
grassland (east) 



15/07/2015 672 Ditch along south side of the A4810 established with 
mature trees and occasional areas of marsh 
vegetation. Connectivity to woodland located to the 
west. 

Road (north) and 
grassland (south) 

15/07/2015 674 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs with 
occasional shrubs and trees. Connectivity to small 
scrub area in the road verge directly north which 
provides suitable shelter for otter. 

Road (west) and 
marshy grassland 
(east) 

16/07/2015 621, 631  Wide reen along north boundary of farm access track. 
Banks dominated with monocots and herbs with areas 
of dense vegetation suitable to provide shelter for 
otter.  

Improved grassland 
(north) and arable 
(south) 

16/07/2015 888, 890 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs to the north 
and heavily cattle poached banks on the southern side 
decreasing available cover. 

Grassland 

16/07/2015 875 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs to the north 
and heavily cattle poached banks on the south. 

Grassland 

16/07/2015 950 Wide, open reen with species rich emergent 
vegetation. Connectivity to surrounding area through 
reens and field ditches.   

Grassland (north & 
south) and marshy 
grassland (east) 

17/07/2015 636 Field ditch north of Bareland Street. Banks dominated 
with monocots & herbs. Connectivity to surrounding 
habitat through reens and field ditches. 

Grassland (north) and 
road (south) 

20/07/2015 873 Holds little to no water. Some tree cover providing 
suitable commuting routes to favourable habitat. 

Grassland 

20/07/2015 830 Holds little to no water. Some tree cover providing 
suitable commuting routes for otter. 

Grassland 

20/07/2015 968 Holds little to no water. Some tree cover providing 
suitable commuting routes for otter. 

Grassland 

20/07/2015 627 Field ditch with steep banks, cattle grazed to the east 
and silage on the west. Connectivity to the 
surrounding habitat through field ditches and reens. 

Grassland 

20/07/2015 625 Dense treeline with little standing water. Tree cover 
providing suitable commuting routes for otter.  

Grassland 

20/07/2015 623 Holds little to no water. Dense tree cover would 
provide suitable commuting routes for otter. 

Grassland (north) and 
arable (south) 

27/07/2015 677 Field ditch east of North Row, holds little to no water. 
Some tree cover would provide suitable commuting 
routes for otter. 

Road (west) and 
Grassland (east)  

27/07/2015 621 Field ditch south of Rush wall with steep banks. 
Connectivity to the local habitat through reens and 
field ditches.  

Grassland 

20/07/2015 638 Stutwall Reen dominated with monocots & herbs. 
Dense scrub to the south provides ideal area for holts 
and lying up. 

Grassland (north) and 
dense scrub (south) 

20/08/2015 919 Banks dominated with monocots & herbs with 
connectivity to favourable habitat through field 
ditches. 

Grassland (north), 
Scrub (north east) and 
marshy grassland 
(south) 

20/08/2015 668 Field ditch with occasional poached banks to the west 
and hedgerow on the east side.  

Marshy grassland 
(west) and  grassland 
(east) 

20/08/2015 120 Morfa-Gronw Reen. Banks dominated with common 
reed and occasional shrubs providing suitable habitat 
for commuting routes for otter. 

Grassland 

20/08/2015 116 Holds little to no water. Some tree cover would Grassland 



provide suitable commuting routes for otter to 
favourable habitats 

06/09/2015 604 Field ditch south of Rush wall, holds little to no water. 
Some tree cover would provide suitable commuting 
routes for otter. 

Road (north) and 
marshy grassland 
(south)  

06/09/2015 612 Field ditch west of North Row, holds little to no water 
with mature willows and common reeds. This 
vegetation cover would provide suitable commuting 
routes for otter.  

Grassland (west) and 
road (east 

07/09/2015 1108 Wide, open field ditch with cattle poached banks. 
 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1111 Field ditch with little standing water, heavily shaded 
by trees. Tree cover would provide suitable 
commuting routes for otter. 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1123 Wide, open field ditch with cattle poached banks and 
no overhanging vegetation cover. 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1101 Holds little to no water. Dense tree cover would 
provide suitable commuting routes for otter to 
favourable habitats. 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1102 Holds little to no water. Dense tree cover would 
provide suitable commuting routes for otter to 
favourable habitats. 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1106 Field ditch heavily shaded with trees. Tree cover 
would provide suitable commuting routes for otter 

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1179 Field ditch with little standing water. Heavily shaded 
by trees. Tree cover will provide suitable commuting 
routes for otter.  

Grassland 

07/09/2015 1164 Field ditch with little standing water. Heavily shaded 
by trees. Tree cover will provide suitable commuting 
routes for otter. 

Grassland 

23/09/2015 676 Field ditch south of the A4810 with banks dominated 
with monocots and herbs. Connectivity via field ditch 
to small woodland to the east. 

Grassland  

23/09/2015 642 Dense vegetation on either side of the field ditch 
prevented access to the waterbody.  

Tall ruderal with 
pockets of scrub 
(east) and dense 
scrub (west) 

23/09/2015 973 Field ditch south of the A4810 with dense vegetation 
on the north side and intact hedgerow on the south 
preventing access to the waterbody. 

Grassland 

23/09/2015 710, 712 Wide field ditch with banks dominated with monocots 
& herbs. Occasional cover from trees. Connectivity via 
field ditches to the surrounding area. 

Grassland 

23/09/2015 955 Field ditch south of the A4810 with dense vegetation 
on either side of the waterbody preventing access.  

Grassland 

 


