
James P Harris
ONS Centre for Subnational Analysis
cities@ons.gov.uk

ONS subnational work 
and Welsh City Regions

6 February 2020

mailto:cities@ons.gov.uk


Today’s menu

Starters

Who are we?

Mains

What have we been doing?

Dessert

What will we be doing?

2 / 15



Who are we?



Population & Community

Census

Business, Industry & Trade Economy

Labour Market & Earnings

Supporting Services

Imports, Exports, 
Trade

Business births, 
deaths and 
population

Industries:
• Construction
• Manufacturing
• Retail
• Tourism
• IT & Internet

Econ. Output 
(Manufacturing, 

Production)

Productivity

Environmental 
Accounts

Public Sector 
Finances (inc.
Spend, Taxes)

GDP

GVA

Prices & Inflation

Investments & 
Pensions

National & 
Regional 
Accounts

Jobs Working Hours Earnings, 
Wages & Wealth

Unemployment, 
Claimant Count, 

and Inactivity

Life Events:
Birth, Marriage, 
Divorce, Death

Crime & Justice Education & 
Skills

Health (inc
disability) & Life 

Expectancy

Housing, House 
Prices & 

Characteristics

Tourism & 
Leisure

Personal & 
Household 
Finances

Personal 
Wellbeing

Population, 
Demography & 

Ageing

Migration 
(internal and 
international)

Methodology Geography

European & 
International 

Relations

Classifications & 
Harmonisation

Data Science 
Campus Big Data

Administrative & 
Commercial 

Data

Economic Stat’s 
Centre of 

Excellence

Living 
arrangements

Identity (ethnic, 
religious, sexual)

Detailed 
personal 

characteristics

Geospatial 
referencing

Indices of 
Deprivation

Industrial 
Strategies

Government 
Digital Service

The 
whole 

of 
ONS
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Centre for Subnational Analysis

• Team of ~20 staff across ONS sites

• Includes sub-teams on:
• Regional economic analysis

• Spatial analysis

• International engagement

• Cities analysis

• Work across departments to drive delivery of analysis for smaller 
geographies across the UK
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Aims of our Centre

To provide innovative and insightful analysis to inform subnational 
policymaking

To work with city and regional stakeholders to understand their 
statistical and analytical requirements, and collaborate with ONS and 
GSS colleagues to deliver these requirements

To provide leadership and direction to the ONS and GSS in creating 
and disseminating subnational statistics and analysis
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What have we         
been doing?



2019 items delivered
• Continuing (and developing) subnational estimates of productivity

• Analysis of Town geographies in England and Wales

• Analysis of High Street geographies

• Development of subnational values of international trade in services

• Analysis of Job Quality in city regions

• Investigating Economies of Ale (twice)

• Analysis of the Midlands Metro

• Support for the Greater Manchester Independent Prosperity Review

• Part of cross-government panel for Local Industrial Strategies

• Delivery of small ad hoc analysis

Subnational service export results, 2017

High street cluster collecting all property on 
a street within a candidate retail cluster

Explore the pub and bar trade in your area
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/labourproductivity/articles/regionalandsubregionalproductivityintheuk/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/understandingtownsinenglandandwales/anintroduction
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/highstreetsingreatbritain/2019-06-06
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/estimatingthevalueofserviceexportsabroadfromdifferentpartsoftheuk/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/articles/jobqualityindicatorsintheukhourspayandcontracts/2018
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/articles/economiesofalesmallpubscloseaschainsfocusonbigbars/2018-11-26
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/articles/economiesofalesmallpubscloseaschainsfocusonbigbars/changesintheukpubsandbarssector2001to2019


Ongoing engagement: external
• Meeting and discussing with Combined Authorities across    

England, and with representatives for Scottish city areas

• Regular engagement with the Greater London Authority

• Cross-government engagement including MHCLG, BEIS, HMRC, 
Regional Geography Committee

• International engagement with other NSIs

• Conducting regular ONS – Combined Authorities Liaison Group

• Circulation of a Cities Briefing 
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Ongoing engagement: internal

Active membership in working groups including:
• Labour Market • Census

• Regional Accounts • Population & Migration

• Business Demography • Ageing

• Public Sector Finances • Housing & Homelessness

• Data Science Campus • Access to Administrative Data

… among others
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What will we                
be doing?



Current work plans: 2020

• Production of subnational productivity and subnational trade in services

• Potentially more work on towns, high streets and job quality

• Workshops and deliverables with Combined Authorities

• Ad hoc analysis according to needs of city regions

• Improved tools for dissemination
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/labourproductivity/articles/regionalandsubregionalproductivityintheuk/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/estimatingthevalueofserviceexportsabroadfromdifferentpartsoftheuk/previousReleases


Working with authorities

• Gather requirements
• Gather feedback
• Identify impact
• Identify data gaps
• Gather local intelligence

• Offer peer review
• Create Case Studies
• Link to networks and public
• Gain access to new data
• Build relationships
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Requesting data

• Designed a template for users to request 
bespoke pieces of analysis 

• Helps clarify details and makes 
communication more efficient

• Send to cities@ons.gov.uk

14 / 15

mailto:cities@ons.gov.uk


What do Welsh cities’ need?

Consider signing    
up for our briefing 

Get in touch: cities@ons.gov.uk
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