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Llywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government
ATISN 15663

29 November 2021

Dear
ATISN 15663 — Covid19 Passport Scheme

Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of
Information Act (2000) received on 08 November regarding the Covid19 Passport Scheme.
You requested the following information:

Recently passed legislation (Covid Passport scheme) requires people to provide either
proof of vaccinations or a negative Lateral Flow Tests (LFT) to gain access to theatres,
cinemas, and concert halls from the 15th November 2021

1. How was this decision reached, what was the scientific evidence/data that was used,
and how many cases of Covid19 have actually been attributed to each of these 3
venues?

2. What data/science has been used that has proven that these 3 venues are more of a
risk of Covid19 than visiting either rugby or football clubs with less than 10,000
people which have no restrictions at all.

3. What data/science has been used that has proven that these 3 venues are a higher
risk of Covid19 than visiting a public house (pub) which is an indoor venue too?

Our response

The introduction of the COVID Pass builds on the measures in place to help to keep Wales
safe and open during the pandemic. Covid Passes have been in use for international travel
for quite some time, and it has been required over the summer for access to many events
and premises across the UK, including in England. The rationale for its use across the UK
and internationally has been accepted by all governments in the UK on this basis (NI now
also recommending for high risk venues). Similar schemes are in widespread use across
the EU and beyond.

Question 1.
a. The debate in the Senedd, and accompanying Explanatory Memorandum, are
publically available: SL(6)053 - The Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (No.
5) (Wales) (Amendment) (No. 17) Regulations 2021 (senedd.wales)
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.senedd.wales%2FmgIssueHistoryHome.aspx%3FIId%3D38103&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050920984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eQ9Ix0GaBA1cegRgXMD2KYKpgzFWKXF6NVxwzQCgJdE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.senedd.wales%2FmgIssueHistoryHome.aspx%3FIId%3D38103&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050920984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eQ9Ix0GaBA1cegRgXMD2KYKpgzFWKXF6NVxwzQCgJdE%3D&reserved=0

b. The evidence that was used to enable a decision to be reached include the following:

e SAGE:
NERVTAG: Immunity certification, 9 December 2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
NERVTAG: Immunity certification update, 4 February 2021 - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
S1082 SAGE 79 Minutes.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)

e UK Government:
COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
COVID-Status Certification Review: Report - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

e Scottish Government:
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine certification: evidence paper - gov.scot
(www.gov.scot)

e Technical Advisory Cell advice to Welsh Government is published on the website
here

e Reference made in the debate on the 9" by Plaid Cymru to the article and
research. Community transmission and viral load kinetics of the SARS-CoV-2
delta (B.1.617.2) variant in vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals in the UK: a
prospective, longitudinal, cohort study - The Lancet Infectious Diseases

e Further information on the NHS Covid Pass can be found here: Get your NHS
COVID Pass | GOV.WALES

c. Welsh Government does not hold this information.

Question 2 & 3
The information that you have requested can be found by following the links below:
e technical-advisory-group-advice-on-vaccine-passports.pdf (gov.wales)
e technical-advisory-group-updated-advice-on-face-coverings_1.pdf (gov.wales)

Next Steps

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for
an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information
Officer at:

Information Rights Unit,

Welsh Government,

Cathays Park,

Cardiff,

CF10 3NQ

or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information
Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office,
Wycliffe House,

Water Lane,

Wilmslow,

Cheshire,

SK9 5AF


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnervtag-immunity-certification-9-december-2020&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050881157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qu5NS66T7TvXOBHhQVKZNNAlzvsBeSB%2Fhs3tMYcMPv8%3D&reserved=0
http://NERVTAG:%20Immunity%20certification%20update,%204%20February%202021%20-%20GOV.UK%20(www.gov.uk)
http://NERVTAG:%20Immunity%20certification%20update,%204%20February%202021%20-%20GOV.UK%20(www.gov.uk)
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F963366%2FS1082_SAGE__79_Minutes.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050891113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YF5t67YvNbn5MBNFF3tkxVOG4ystoxGQ4nk7gkRByJA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050891113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NvWjRge81qFKgj2F1LnrC66bS8aoK%2FJeYXfm7%2BN1hSA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-response-spring-2021-reviews-terms-of-reference%2Fcovid-status-certification-review-report&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050901068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MBeMtI%2F9%2BZFGaJogVGua%2BpcKcq%2FoQsDZkumo6aGcoR0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-vaccine-certification-evidence-paper%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050911024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fheaN9m0VsDUghzLZgL%2FIwdT3AopZ830NS3VNG3EXXA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-vaccine-certification-evidence-paper%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050911024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fheaN9m0VsDUghzLZgL%2FIwdT3AopZ830NS3VNG3EXXA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fadvice-coronavirus-technical-advisory-cell&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050911024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QyUFcdfhqk1P8YsMZoY4ZBpM1aD%2FZeYcG4Cec%2FL0wTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fget-your-nhs-covid-pass&data=04%7C01%7CCorrespondence.Eluned.Morgan%40gov.wales%7Cbadf45d2fb6047f44e2d08d9a436a8f7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637721376923962262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=D36L7OAl8aGFj3Z2mzl7Stdkz40xKaLjAsTS2rwJp8w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fget-your-nhs-covid-pass&data=04%7C01%7CCorrespondence.Eluned.Morgan%40gov.wales%7Cbadf45d2fb6047f44e2d08d9a436a8f7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637721376923962262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=D36L7OAl8aGFj3Z2mzl7Stdkz40xKaLjAsTS2rwJp8w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2021-09%2Ftechnical-advisory-group-advice-on-vaccine-passports.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc76c8ea0d1564142b2ce08d9a9be2b42%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637727456491901553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Iq2Teuttzrd%2BCq0pcqlTgYxpYFPuOdIxrcV00w2wu%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2020-08%2Ftechnical-advisory-group-updated-advice-on-face-coverings_1.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7C2960343dabf04764c3a808d9a9c5d690%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637727489428785607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=t01Mup6EnP6ovs16Idaqv38jb5u68lDOlWypdlEnLQE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it
has been through our own internal review process.

Yours sincerely,



