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        23 December 2021

     
Dear                 , 
 

ATISN 15727 – Isolation of COVID-19 

 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) received on 30 November relating to the isolation of covid19. You 
have requested the following:  

1. Proof that COVID-19 has been isolated in a laboratory? 

2. Proof that COVID-19 has been isolated and taken from a pure sample from an 
infected being with COVID-19? 

3. Proof that COVID-19 has been found in a diseased human, and not found in healthy 
humans? 

4. Proof that COVID-19 has been extracted and isolated from an infected human? 

5. Proof that COVID-19 will cause disease when introduced to a healthy human?  

6. Please supply empirical evidence that a link has been made between Covid19 and 
SARS-Cov-2 virus and proof that a causal relationship (koch’s Postulates) has been 
established between a set of symptoms named SARS-Cov-2 and Covid19 using live 
samples not computer produced sequenced data. 

7. The Nobel Prize winner Kary B. Mullis, inventor of PCR said this test ‘should never 
be used as a tool in the diagnosis of infectious diseases’. Please explain why it is 
being used to test for Covid19.  

8. Can you provide an explanation/evidence that masks apparently stopped the spread 
of influenza - but apparently they have not spread the Covid virus. 

9. As fully vaccinated people can catch and spread Covid19 (and possibly be unaware 
that they have it) why are vaccine passports being issued and unvaccinated people 
being discriminated against? 

10. The Gov say that vaccinations have greatly reduced Covid19 symptoms in the 
vaccinated who catch it.  Please provide empirical evidence that this is true, 
especially as the same government state that symptoms vary greatly in people, from 
no symptoms to severe symptoms. 
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Our Response  
 
Q1 - Q4 The information being requested is readily available and previously published, 
therefore has been exempted under Section 21 on the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  I 
have provided a link to the Welsh Government’s Disclosure Log where this information can 
be located for your convenience: FOI Release 15388: Isolation of COVID-19 virus | 
GOV.WALES 
 
Q5 – The Office of National Statistics have provided data where the cause of death is 
attributed to Covid 19, where the victims have not had any underlying health conditions. 
Deaths from COVID-19 with no underlying health conditions by age - Office for National 
Statistics 
 
Q6 - I have attached a paper below on this matter –  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html  
 
Q7 
Once amplified, the DNA produced by PCR can be used in many different laboratory 
procedures. For example, most mapping techniques in the Human Genome Project (HGP) 
relied on PCR. 
 
PCR is also valuable in a number of laboratory and clinical techniques, including DNA 
fingerprinting, detection of bacteria or viruses (particularly AIDS), and diagnosis of genetic 
disorders. 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Fact Sheet (genome.gov) 
 
Q8 - Evidence predominantly suggests that face coverings reduce the spread of COVID-19 
in the community, through source control, wearer protection, and universal masking.  For 
your convenience, I have provided the following links which provides information on the use 
of face coverings: 

 Technical Advisory Group: updated advice on face coverings | GOV.WALES 

 Application of physical distancing and fabric face coverings in mitigating the B117 
variant SARS-CoV-2 (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 PHE document (koha-ptfs.co.uk) 

 
Q9 - The information being requested has previously been published, therefore it has been 
exempted under Section 21 on the Freedom of Information Act 2000. For your convenience, I 
have provided the following links to where the information can be located:  

 SAGE: 
NERVTAG: Immunity certification, 9 December 2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
NERVTAG: Immunity certification update, 4 February 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
S1082_SAGE__79_Minutes.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 UK Government:  
COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
COVID-Status Certification Review: Report - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 Scottish Government:  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine certification: evidence paper - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fatisn15388&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7C70e01236952448d344c108d95e366302%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637644409938302091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sIRZbbJj4r%2BSic2KF0NCVoR0i0%2Be1gx1bX%2FjCsKccEo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fatisn15388&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7C70e01236952448d344c108d95e366302%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637644409938302091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sIRZbbJj4r%2BSic2KF0NCVoR0i0%2Be1gx1bX%2FjCsKccEo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/deathsfromcovid19withnounderlyinghealthconditionsbyage
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/deathsfromcovid19withnounderlyinghealthconditionsbyage
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/grows-virus-cell-culture.html
https://www.genome.gov/about-genomics/fact-sheets/Polymerase-Chain-Reaction-Fact-Sheet
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-updated-advice-face-coverings
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1008199/S1029-EMG-face-coverings-distancing-13-jan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1008199/S1029-EMG-face-coverings-distancing-13-jan.pdf
https://ukhsa.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-retrieve-file.pl?id=35a32498205a656d9a849736b4037314
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnervtag-immunity-certification-9-december-2020&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050881157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qu5NS66T7TvXOBHhQVKZNNAlzvsBeSB%2Fhs3tMYcMPv8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnervtag-immunity-certification-update-4-february-2021&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050881157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SVtCadhcH%2B28K46qu0rEHHwYjnhW9eCSuoLbQJJAUkQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F963366%2FS1082_SAGE__79_Minutes.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050891113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YF5t67YvNbn5MBNFF3tkxVOG4ystoxGQ4nk7gkRByJA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050891113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NvWjRge81qFKgj2F1LnrC66bS8aoK%2FJeYXfm7%2BN1hSA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-response-spring-2021-reviews-terms-of-reference%2Fcovid-status-certification-review-report&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050901068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MBeMtI%2F9%2BZFGaJogVGua%2BpcKcq%2FoQsDZkumo6aGcoR0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 Links to the TAC papers were provided to the Cabinet prior to its decision to extend 
the passes to cinemas, theatres and concert halls and attached: Advice on 
coronavirus from the Technical Advisory Cell | GOV.WALES 

With reference to the claim made in the debate, I refer to the following link to the article and 
research. Community transmission and viral load kinetics of the SARS-CoV-2 delta 
(B.1.617.2) variant in vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals in the UK: a prospective, 
longitudinal, cohort study - The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
 
Q10 - Welsh Government have indicated that the vaccine continues to be the best way to 
prevent serious illness and the spread of COVID-19 and urge everyone to take-up their offer 
of a vaccine.  
 
The information that you have requested has been previously published and can be located 
by using following the links:  

 

 COVID-19 Vaccines Work | CDC  

 technical-advisory-cell-summary-of-advice-15-october-2021_1.pdf (gov.wales) 

 COVID-19 vaccines: further evidence of success - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for 
an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  

Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.  

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  

Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF 

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fadvice-coronavirus-technical-advisory-cell&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050911024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QyUFcdfhqk1P8YsMZoY4ZBpM1aD%2FZeYcG4Cec%2FL0wTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fadvice-coronavirus-technical-advisory-cell&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cc5b0e303ee114e68e96b08d9a5d03ce3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637723136050911024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QyUFcdfhqk1P8YsMZoY4ZBpM1aD%2FZeYcG4Cec%2FL0wTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flaninf%2Farticle%2FPIIS1473-3099(21)00648-4%2Ffulltext%23seccestitle150&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cff64b49bf0d749486b5b08d9a7689a0a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637724889960158953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LA3xPJev%2Fqteppn3mMtk7jKi%2FBA%2FPcze7PKPvx0svz4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Feffectiveness%2Fwork.html&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cd9cc5e1964034fdd22f008d9a843ac11%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637725830859327977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mQVdLAMuK7Y7v%2FofApyUVJ7qgHso8wRfdHKrXMCZM08%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2021-10%2Ftechnical-advisory-cell-summary-of-advice-15-october-2021_1.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Cd9cc5e1964034fdd22f008d9a843ac11%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637725830859337931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VgFY6PxJDWh9rzR1wVCll50%2BaHyIS1GW9Y9rae0VqVI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccines-further-evidence-of-success
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

