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Following his meeting last month with the Prince of Wales, the First Minister asked that |
provide an update on the Welsh Government’s activities in relation to farm support schemes
and tackling agricultural pollution.

In July last year, the Welsh Government published for consultation our proposals to reform
the current Common Agricultural Policy in Wales. Brexit and our Land, sets out proposals
for new support schemes: an Economic Resilience Scheme to provide investment for high-
quality food production, and a Public Goods Scheme to provide an income stream for
environmental outcomes.

The consultation closed in October last year and the Welsh Government has nearly
completed its analysis of over 12,000 consultation responses. An update is provided in the
attached written statement which was laid in the National Assembly on 21 March. A further
consultation will be published ahead of this year’s Royal Welsh Agricultural Show.

A significant issue raised in the consultation is the interaction between food production and
public goods. We are very interested to explore the potential for public goods to be
delivered through food production and for government to incentivise environmentally-
sustainable farming.

Agricultural pollution is damaging the environment and the reputation of Welsh farming, and
on 14 November 2018 the Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs issued a
statement outlining our response (enclosed).
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The regulations we propose will replicate good practice measures focussed on good
nutrient management, which many farmers across Wales are already implementing
routinely, and include the following requirements:

. Nutrient management planning;

. Sustainable fertiliser applications linked to the requirement of the crop;

. Protection of water from pollution related to when, where and how fertilisers are
spread; and

. Manure storage standards.

The Welsh Government is seeking to ensure a number of issues are addressed, including
agricultural pollution, trade in agricultural produce and providing baseline standards above
which payments can be made to farmers for public goods outcomes (subject to the Welsh
Government'’s response to the Brexit and our Land consultation).

The regulations will be part of a suite of measures designed to address this issue, including
the support already being offered through Farming Connect and the Rural Development
Programme for Wales.

| hope this update is helpful.
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