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Dear Colleagues, 
 
In January, the Centre for Perioperative Care (CPOC) launched the National 
Safety Standards for Invasive Procedures (NatSSIPS2).   
 
An invasive procedure is described as “…a procedure that is performed where 
a hole or incision is made in a patient or via a patient orifice and usually where 
a documented consent is required.”  The standards cover invasive procedures 
in all settings, including outpatients and primary care and introduces the 
concept of checks for major and minor procedures. 
 
NatSSIPs2 have been developed in collaboration across the four UK nations 
and replace the 2015 NatSSIPs introduced in Patient Safety Notice PSN034.  
The NHS Wales Executive will not be issuing a new Patient Safety Notice 
since the actions required in PSN034 are equally applicable to NatSSIPs2.  
 
Please note, although NatSSIPS2 have been developed collaboratively, there 
are some references to policies specific to NHS England, but which have 
equivalents for NHS Wales, as follows: 
 
NHS England NHS Wales 
Patient Safety Incident Reporting 
Framework (PRIF) 

NHS Wales Executive National 
Policy on Patient Safety Incident 
Reporting and Management as 
detailed in WHC/2023/017 

Duty of Candour The NHS Duty of Candour | 
GOV.WALES  also The Duty of 
Quality in healthcare | GOV.WALES 

https://cpoc.org.uk/guidelines-resources-guidelines/national-safety-standards-invasive-procedures-natssips
https://cpoc.org.uk/guidelines-resources-guidelines/national-safety-standards-invasive-procedures-natssips
https://du.nhs.wales/files/notices/psn034-supporting-introduction-of-natssips-pdf/
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-05/policy-on-patient-safety-incident-reporting-and-management.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/nhs-duty-candour
https://www.gov.wales/nhs-duty-candour
https://www.gov.wales/duty-quality-healthcare
https://www.gov.wales/duty-quality-healthcare
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On 17 April the NHS Wales Executive held a symposium focussed on 
Invasive Procedures, Never Events and Human Factors.  Below are links to 
the recording and resources from the day which you may find useful. 
 
Human factors in anaesthesia: a narrative review - Kelly - Anaesthesia - 
Wiley Online Library 
Symposium 2 Morning session recording (requires NHS network access) 
Symposium 2 Afternoon session recording (requires NHS network access) 
 
Queries about NatSSIPs2 should be directed to the NHS Wales Executive at: 
PatientSafety.Wales@wales.nhs.uk 
 
Organisations are expected to act on NatSSIPs2 and ensure that the actions 
specified in PSN034 are applied accordingly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
YR ATHRO/PROFESSOR CHRIS JONES 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
pp 
 
 

 
 
 
SUE TRANKA 
CHIEF NURSING OFFICER 
NURSE DIRECTOR NHS WALES 
PRIF SWYDDOG NYRSIO 
CYFARWYDDWR NYRSIO GIG CYMRU 
 

https://associationofanaesthetists-publications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anae.15920
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassociationofanaesthetists-publications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1111%2Fanae.15920&data=05%7C01%7CTeresa.Bridge%40gov.wales%7C6334f053aca444af1dba08db67449894%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638217316564836804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vw9pm6tbSvg5xsqyKGrizK1NReR44q9DB2Xterq3FYc%3D&reserved=0
https://nhswales365-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/lisa_conway_wales_nhs_uk/EVww1wBm6o5FkSxtjuGB_rABk49bUVptI2Qj5ys2D5JKgA
https://nhswales365-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/julie_rix_wales_nhs_uk/EVMYuhV5OZhJukZN3a11ULwBZA1CQvR64Iu_mJEP--zJYw
mailto:PatientSafety.Wales@wales.nhs.uk
https://cpoc.org.uk/guidelines-resources-guidelines/national-safety-standards-invasive-procedures-natssips
https://du.nhs.wales/files/notices/psn034-supporting-introduction-of-natssips-pdf/
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