
Has the young person already undertaken further education or training?

Young person has reasonable 
needs to access a suitable 

programme of study for up to 
two years. 

Is the identified programme of 
study intended at the outset to 

last more than two years?

Is the programme  designed 
to allow the young person to 

access a course of further

education or training which is 
undertaken by those who 

don't have ALN ?

Consider usual length of the course for 
young people without ALN. Is additional 

time needed to complete the course 
compared to the majority of those who 

don't have ALN, to complete the course? 

Young person has 
reasonable needs for 

education and training 
for more than  two 

years in order to 
complete identified 

course

Young person has 
reasonable needs 
for education and 
training but not 

lasting more than 
2 years

Programme of study is specially 
designed to provide ALP. Are 
there any exceptional reasons 
relating to the young person's 
capability to learn such that 

their desired outcomes cannot 
realistically be met within the 

period of 2 years?

Young person has 
reasonable needs 
for education and 
training for more 
than  two years in 
order to complete 
identified course

Young person 
has reasonable 

needs for 
education and 

training but not 
lasting more 
than 2 years

Young person 
accesses suitable 

programme of 
study to meet their 
desired outcomes

Additional programme of study being requested.  Consider 
each circumstance 1-4 below.  Do any of them apply?

1. Was the young person unable to benefit in a meaningful 
way from previous study because a) it fell so far below  

expected standards the provider couldn't reasonably be said 
to have delivered the education or training necessary to 

meet their  desired outcomes? b) there had been a 
significant change in the personal circumstances/ needs of 

the young person; or  c) due to any other exceptional 
circumstances

2. Was study  undertaken at a maintained school or FEI, 
but an essential and substantial  part of it, necessary to 

meet the young person’s desired outcomes could not have 
been delivered ? Consider  curriculum within specialist 

school/FEI comparable to ISPI 

3. If the duration of the previous education or training was 
less than 2 years, is the total duration of it and that of the 

proposed programme of study, and the extent to which that 
total duration exceeds two years  reasonable in all the 

circumstances?

4. Are there are any other exceptional circumstances to 
suggest that the young person has not received effective 

access to further education or training? Take into account 
the factors, where relevant, attaching to circumstances 1-3 

to which the situation is substantially similar

Young person does not have reasonable needs for 
education or training.  The LA is not required to consider 

potential programmes of study or identify a young 
person’s desired outcomes and it is not necessary for the 
LA to prepare and maintain, or continue to maintain, an 

IDP for the young person.

None of circumstances 1-4 apply 
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Requests for Further Education or Training to Meet Desired Outcomes: Determining Reasonable Need 
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