
1 
 

Cardiff University announcement of proposed restructuring of provision 

Cardiff University has announced a proposal for the restructuring of provision and 

closure of specific courses. A statutory consultation on redundancies of up to 400 

staff (via voluntary and as a last resort compulsory redundancies), begun on 29 

January and will last for 90 days. 

The HE sector in Wales is facing significant financial instability. Cardiff University is in 

financial deficit and over the past year has been engaging staff and stakeholders in 

considering their future strategy. Wendy Larner, VC, notified officials that the 

university was planning to consult on proposals for restructuring. We understand that 

the university has discussed the position with Medr, HEIW, are due to meet the RCN 

and are engaging fully with trade unions.  

The consultation identifies planned course closures in nursing, ancient history, 

music, religion and theology, and modern foreign languages. 

Lines to take 

• We are aware of Cardiff University’s recent announcement on plans to consult 
with staff and trade unions on compulsory job losses and the potential closure of 
course provision.  

• We understand that the university has entered a statutory consultation period with 
the recognised trade unions concerned, including UCU.  

• Sustainable higher education institutions of course are vitally important to the future 
of Wales. That is why we have taken the difficult decisions to increase tuition fees in 
the last two years.  

• We want to work closely with the UK Government on developing a funding system 
for higher education that is sustainable and works for universities, students, and 
staff.  

• To support universities, we have increased tuition fees for 2025/26, providing up to 
£21.9m in additional income  

• We have give an additional £10m to Medr for the higher education sector in the 
current financial year. This will bring total grant funding for the sector to over £200m 
in 2024-25. 

• Higher education funding in Wales compares favourably to other UK nation, 
particularly Scotland and Northern Ireland. According to the OECD, universities in 
the UK are well funded when comparing internationally.  

• We do not believe that any Welsh institution is at immediate risk of failure. Medr 
closely monitors institutional finances and advises there is appropriate liquidity to 
manage ongoing risks whilst important strategic decisions are taken within 
institutions to ensure ongoing sustainability. 

• Cardiff University has played an important role in our ambition for a sustainable NHS 
workforce for the future.  

• We are very disappointed that nursing courses form part of these proposals and we 
are working urgently with HEIW to ensure we train the same number of nurses in 
Wales. 
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