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                                                                                           Dyddiad/Date: 14 November 2023 
 

                                                                       

                                                               
Dear Mr   
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990  
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)  
(WALES) REGULATIONS 2017 
CONSTRUCTION OF A REVISED ACCESS TRACK BETWEEN TURBINES 5 & 6 
(RETROSPECTIVE) AT LAND AT HENDY WIND FARM, BETTWS DISSERTH, 
LLANDRINDOD WELLS, POWYS – APPLICATION NO. 23/1178/FUL 
 
1. The Welsh Ministers have been requested to make a screening direction under the 

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 
2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) as to whether or not the development described under 
application 23/1178/FUL is ‘EIA development’ and whether an environmental 
statement is required. 

 
2. I am authorised by the Minister for Climate Change to consider and make the 

screening direction. 
  
3. The works fall within the description of development at paragraph 13(b) of Schedule 2 

(“the Schedule”) to the 2017 Regulations and meet the applicable criteria in column 2 
of the table in the Schedule as they involve a change to the authorised Hendy 
Windfarm development.  Therefore, I consider the development to comprise “Schedule 
2” development within the meaning of the 2017 Regulations. 



 
4. The Environmental Impact Assessment checklist (attached) identifies the key areas 

which the Welsh Ministers considered when reaching their conclusion.   
 
5. Taking account of the conclusions of the checklist, the selection criteria in Schedule 3 

to the 2017 Regulations and the advice in Welsh Office Circular 11/99: Environmental 
Impact Assessment, I am of the opinion that the scheme is not major development of 
more than local importance, is not proposed in a particularly environmentally sensitive 
or vulnerable location and is not likely to give rise to unusually complex and potentially 
hazardous environmental effects.     

 
6. Accordingly, for the reasons given above and in exercise of the authority referred to in 

paragraph 2 above, I conclude the development would not be likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment by virtue of factors such as its nature, size or 
location, and I hereby direct the development is not “EIA development” within the 
meaning of the 2017 Regulations. 

 
7. You will bear in mind that my opinion on the likelihood of this development having 

significant environmental effects is reached only for the purposes of this direction. 
 
8. A copy of this letter has been sent to Aaron & Partners LLP, agent for the application. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Y Gangen Gwaith Achos Cynllunio I Planning Casework Branch 
Y Gyfarwyddiaeth Gynllunio / Planning Directorate  
 
Arwyddwyd o dan awdurdod Y Gweinidog Newid Hinsawdd; un o Weinidogion Cymru.  
Signed under authority of the Minister for Climate Change; one of the Welsh Ministers. 
 
 















implementation of ground 
works.  
 
 

(iv) Will the Project lead to risks of 
contamination of land or water from 
releases of pollutants onto the ground or 
into surface waters, groundwater, coastal 
wasters or the sea? 

No. The application site is within approx.. 1.5km of 
the River Wye SAC.  There are watercourses 
near the site which appear to flow to the Wye.   
 
In its consultation response to Welsh 
Government of 23 October 2023, Natural 
Resources Wales provided the following advice: 
 
“With regards to protected sites and in particular 
any potential impacts on the River Wye/ Afcon 
Gwy Special Area of Conservation (SAC), we 
have considered the location of the track. 
 
We have also considered potential direct and 
indirect impacts and, in our opinion, there are 
unlikely to be any significant impacts on the SAC 
and underpinning River Wye (tributaries) Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designations 
for the following reasons. 
 
Whilst the overall wind farm site is hydrologically 
connected to the River Wye approximately 
2.5km to the south, we consider there is unlikely 
to be any direct impact to the interest features of 
the site because the new route between turbine 
5 and 6 is further away from existing 
watercourses and ditches. 
 
Any potential impacts on water quality in the 
receiving streams/ditches where appropriate 
could be negated by ensuring that appropriate 

Unlikely 
significant 
effect. 







In terms of Larch Grove, Cadw concluded, “The 
proposed junction will be visible from Larch Grove 
with the removal of roadside trees making it more 
obvious. This will slightly alter the understanding 
of the location of the former inn on the A44 by 
adding a new road junction to the historic straight 
open road, but given that the change of use of the 
building (from roadside inn) has already had an 
impact on how it is understood, this alteration will 
only cause a slight additional impact on the way 
Larch Grove is experienced, understood and 
appreciated. Consequently, it is my opinion that 
the proposed development will not have a 
significant impact on the setting of listed building 
9313, Larch Grove and therefore an EIA is not 
required to accompany the planning application.” 
 

(ii) Are there any other areas on or around 
the location which are important or 
sensitive for reasons of their ecology e.g. 
wetlands, watercourses or other 
waterbodies, the coastal zone, mountains, 
forests or woodlands, which could be 
affected by the project? 

See the advice provided by 
Natural Resources Wales 
at 1e (iv) above. 

 Unlikely 
significant 
effect. 

(iii) Are there any areas on or around the 
location which are used by protected, 
important or sensitive species of fauna or 
flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, 
resting, overwintering, migration, which 
could be affected by the project? 

See the advice provided by 
Natural Resources Wales 
at 1e (iv) above. 

 Unlikely 
significant 
effect. 

(iv) Are there any inland, coastal, marine or 
underground waters on or around the 
location which could be affected by the 
project? 
 

No. N/A  



(v) Are there any areas or features of high 
landscape or scenic value on or around the 
location which could be affected by the 
project, but which are not protected sites? 
(see 2(c)(i) if located in or near to a 
protected site) 

No. The relatively small-scale nature of the access 
works proposed would result in limited visual 
impact in terms of EIA considerations. 

Unlikely 
significant 
effect. 

(vi) Is the project in a location where it is 
likely to be highly visible to many people? 

No. N/A  

(vii) Are there any areas or features of 
historic or cultural importance on or around 
the location which could be affected by the 
project, but which are not designated as 
historical assets? (see 2(c)(i) if located in 
or near to designated historical assets) 

No. N/A  

(viii) Are there any areas on or around the 
location which are densely populated or 
built-up, which could be affected by the 
project? 

No. N/A  

(ix) Are there any areas on or around the 
location which are already subject to 
pollution or environmental damage e.g. 
where existing legal environmental 
standards are exceeded, which could be 
affected by the project? 

No. N/A  

(x) Is the project location susceptible to 
earthquakes, subsidence, landslides, 
erosion, flooding or extreme or adverse 
climatic conditions e.g. temperature 
inversions, fogs, severe winds, which could 
cause the project to present environmental 
problems? 

No. N/A  

 

  












