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1. Introduction  

Donald Insall Associates were appointed by Cadw to review the existing visitor facilities at Beaumaris 

Castle and develop a Heritage Impact Assessment along with a Planning and Listed Building Consent 

applications for the internal reordering of the existing visitor centre facility along with minor external 

alterations and access improvements. The building itself dates back to 2005 and sits against and 

within the outer boundary walls of the castle. 

This Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared in line with the current Cadw guidelines to 

support of the applications. 

This report will demonstrate that these proposed improvements to the visitor centre facility will have 

no further impact on the character and historic setting of the site and the castle than existing building 

currently has. 

2. The Project Objective 

The proposed improvements to the visitor center facility is part of a wider £2.6m project to improve 

Cadw sites across Wales with the aim of attracting more visitors and further improving on-site 

experiences for visitors. New and upgraded accommodation and facilities designed to improve the 

visitor experience and enhance the historic setting. The proposal seeks to maintain the distinction 

between the Visitor Centre and the castle with minimal intervention. 

The aspirations of this application are in conjunction with the wider vision for the site as described 

above. The main objectives of the project are to: 

 provide improved visitor facilities and staff accommodation within the existing building, 

 enhance visitor experience through reinstating a sense of arrival, and to 

 strengthen the link betweent the Castle and the initial visitor entrance. 
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3. Understanding of Significance 

The Castle is a Scheduled Monument Grade I Listed as an outstanding Edwardian mediaeval castle 

in Wales. It is an extremely well-preserved example of the colonisation and defence works carried out 

throughout the reign of King Edward I (1272-1307). The main gates and Victorian Gatehouse were 

listed in 2005, significantly, this was prior to the development of the new visitor entrance and shop. 

However, it is to be assumed that the structure (Visitor Centre), dating from 2007, is curtilage listed in 

relation to the gates, gatepiers, gatehouse (Ticket Office), boundary walls and railings. The current 

site of the visitor entrance is within the boundary of the World Heritage Site and well within the 

boundary of the wider essential setting.  

“Included for the special historic interest of this prominent set of enclosure walls, gates and railings 

around this Grade I listed and scheduled monument”, the site is currently just outside the arc of view 

for the significant views from the Castle. 

The schedule below, which may be read in conjunction with Donald Insall drawing, CADWBC03-DR-

1000, identifies the listed buildings on site and their listing descriptions appended to this report. 

Cadw 

LB 

Number 

Listing Name NGR DIA Plan 

reference 

Number – 

CADWBC03-

DR-1000 

5574  I  Beaumaris Castle  SH 60718 

76246 

1 

84771 II Beaumaris Castle Visitor Centre SH 60659 

76170 

2 

A summary of the wider site significance has been outlined and assessed below under the criteria set 

out within the Cadw guidelines:  

Evidential Significance 

The standing monument provides a relatively intact example of preeminent military architecture from 

the 13
th

 Century. This, coupled with comprehensive records detailing who worked on the Castle, how 

much it cost and where the workers came from build up a unique collection of evidence in to the 

history of the site. Beaumaris Castle has very high evidential significance. 

Historic Significance 

Both the communal and evidential significance combine to imbue the Castle with very high historic 

significance. The Castle provides a direct and engaging connection with the past. It represents the 

zenith in 13
th

 Century military architecture. Beaumaris Castle has very high historic significance. 

Aesthetic Significance 

Along with Harlech Castle, Beaumaris represent a unique culmination of the double-wall concentric 

structure characteristic of late 13
th

 Century military architecture. It represents state of the art military 

architecture and was designed to be both beautiful and intimidating. The standing ruin engenders a 

sense of awe in the visitor and provides an insight into life during mediaeval times. Beaumaris Castle 

has very high aesthetic significance.  

Communal Significance 

Designed by the unparalleled military architect James of St George, Beaumaris Castle was the final 

Castle built in the Principality of Gwynedd by King Edward I, one of the most important military 

leaders of his day. The Castle has a long association with the Bulkeley family and sits in the grounds 

of Baron Hill. The Castle was also painted by J.M.W. Turner in 1835 (visited 1798). A Royal 

Eisteddfod was held in 1832 which was attended by Princess Victoria (later Queen). The Castle also 

benefits from a reversal in local opinion, having been a stark and imposing symbol of tyrannical 

oppression, the Castle is now a heritage asset the local community are rightly proud of. Beaumaris 

Castle has very high communal significance. 
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4. The Current Site 

The visitor centre facility is located to the west of the Scheduled Monument and Grade I listed 

Beaumaris Castle and is built up against the boundary walls of the wider essential setting. 

The site is accessed from the south-west entrance leading from the public highway on the east end of 

Castle Street. The site sits within the curtilage on the outer banks defences of Beaumaris Castle. 

As illustrated by drawing CADWBC03-DR-2200, the majority of the visitor centre building is not visible 

from the public highway. The building is not harmful to the historic setting due to it currently being just 

outside the arc of view for the significant views from the Castle. 

  

Figure 1 – above left: view of the castle and moat from outside the visitor centre; above right: view 

of the visitor centre entrance from the public highway 

  

Figure 2 – above left: view of the visitor centre from the public highway; above right: view of the 

visitor centre from footpath towards the castle 
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5. Proposed Changes 

5.1 Summary 

The proposals is to reorder the existing ticketing office and shop to improve visitor flow and prevent 

bottlenecks which currently result in doors remaining open when busy. The reordering of the shop will 

allow the retail offer to match those of the other key Cadw sites and allow for a more efficient layout. 

The visitor facility needs to be operated by one custodian during quiet times, but to accommodate two 

points of sale during periods of high demand.  

Having identified that the existing facility was outside of the critical view arc, we were emboldened to 

develop a more contemporary intervention for the visitor entrance following our initial review of ‘use’. 

Our aim was to reinstate a sense of arrival. We have strengthened the link betweent the Castle and 

the initial visitor entrance by using the line of the outer curtain wall as a grid to focus the new 

circulation routes in the developing options. 

A simple flat roof extension to the existing building would allow the infilled section where the new rear 

entrance is located to be delivered. The shop layout is built up using the proprietary shop units used 

in Harlech and Conwy Castles.      

5.2 Impact of the proposals 

Cadw identifies four core tests to assess the impact of proposals. These are: impact on the evidential; 

historic; aesthetic; and communal values; and the risks and benefits associated with the proposals 

(Cadw 2017, p. 9).  

5.2.1 The effect on the evidential value of the site and Beaumaris Castle: 

Prior to the erection of the existing visitor centre building in 2005, an archaeological survey was 

conducted and recorded. As the area of ground directly below the proposed infilled area has already 

been surveyed and previously excavated ready for a hardstanding slab, there is no risk of disturbance 

to any below ground archaeology in and around the immediate setting of the building. 

Accordingly, the proposals will have a neutral overall impact on the evidential value of the asset. 

5.2.2 The effect on the historic value of the site and Beaumaris Castle: 

The historic significance of the site and the castle relates to its engaging connection with the past and 

it being a prime and fine example of 13
th

 Century military architecture. These proposals do not affect 

these aspects of significance mainly as the visitor centre is outside the arc of view for the significant 

views from the Castle. 

The overall proposal with have a neutral impact on the historical value of the site and castle. 

5.2.3 The effect on the aesthetic value of the site and Beaumaris Castle: 

Similarly, as the proposed external alterations to the visitor centre building will be minimal, this will 

have no impact on the aesthetic value of the site and castle. 

Drawings CADWBC03-DR-2000 and CADWBC03-DR-2200 demonstrate that the footprint of the 

building will not extend beyond the existing and that the façade’s language and materials will largely 

remain the same. Additionally, the alterations internally will have no impact on the internal views from 

within the castle walls therefore the proposal will have no impact on the aesthetic value of the overall 

site and castle. 

5.2.4 The effect on the communal value of the site and Beaumaris Castle: 

The proposals aims to create a sense of arrival and strengthen the link betweent the Castle and the 

initial visitor entrance by using the line of the outer curtain wall as a grid to focus the new circulation 

routes that will provide a direct view and path towards the castle’s entrance. Overal, this will enhance 

the visitors’ experience of the historic site. 

Accordingly, the communal value of the neighbouring site and castle will be positively improved.  
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6. Summary Heritage Impact Assessment 

Proposed Work Objective Significance of Affected 
Fabric 

Assessing Beneficial 
Impact 

Assessing Adverse 
Impact 

Proposed Solution 

Internal reordering of existing 
visitor centre facility along with 
minor external alterations to the 
existing fabric, including access 
improvements. 

To extend existing building in 
order to maximise retail space 
capable of housing new 
proprietary Cadw shop units/ 
furniture. 

To improve staff accommodation. 

To enhance visitor experience of 
historic site by reinstating a sense 
of arrival. 

To strengthen the link between 
the Castle and the initial visitor 
entrance into the visitor centre. 

 

Beaumaris Castle is of very high 
evidential, historic, aesthetic and 
communal significance. 

The Ticketing section of the 
Visitor Centre is of minimal 
historic significance. The Visitor 
Centre has a moderate communal 
interest associated with the site. 

 

The current proposals strengthen 
the links between the existing 
visitor centre and historic site and 
castle. 

 

The minor alterations proposed to 
the existing Visitor Centre will 
have no adverse impact on the 
historic site and structure. 

 

The proposed infilling of covered 
open areas to the existing footprint 
are modest in size. Furthermore, the 
proposed minor changes to the 
elevation facing the castle will be 
discreet as the language of the 
facade will remain the same with 
new materials to match the existing. 
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Appendix A: Listing Descriptions 
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Appendix B: Drawings 

 
 

 

 

 

 


