
 
12 October 2026 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 27513  
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 15 September. You asked for the 
following information: 
 
Regarding the meeting held in Cardiff on 14 September 2026, involving the leaders 
of Plaid Cymru, the Scottish National Party (SNP), and Sinn Féin, the political wing 
of the IRA. Please provide: 
 
Direct Financial Costs: Any itemised expenditure incurred by the Welsh Government 
in connection with this event, including but not limited to venue hire, hospitality, 
catering, security, audio-visual equipment, and travel or accommodation expenses. 
 
Civil Service Support: Any recorded information detailing civil service or special 
adviser time spent organising, facilitating, or attending the meeting or drafting the 
associated Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
Cost Recovery / Recharges: Any invoices, receipts, or correspondence regarding the 
reimbursement or recharging of these costs to external political parties (including 
Plaid Cymru, the SNP, or Sinn Féin). 
 
Our response 
 
There was no itemised expenditure incurred by the Welsh Government in connection 
to the meeting held in Cardiff on 14 September 2026.  
 
No civil servants were involved in organising, facilitating, or attending the meeting, or 
drafting the associated Memorandum of Understanding. The Welsh Government 
therefore holds no recorded information relating to civil service involvement of the 
type requested. 
 
Special adviser time spent was in line with the Code of Conduct for Special Advisers, 
which states that they may “help ministers on matters where the work of government 
and the work of the government party overlap and where it would be inappropriate 
for permanent civil servants to become involved”. Special advisers are not obliged to  
record time spent on political activities and therefore the Welsh Government does 
not hold any recorded information requested.  
 
The Welsh Government holds no invoices, receipts, correspondence or other 
recorded information relating to the reimbursement or recharging of costs to external 
political parties in connection with this meeting. 
 
Next steps 
  



If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit 
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park  
Cardiff  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House  
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF 
 
Website: www.ico.org.uk      
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales
http://www.ico.org.uk/

