
 

SDR 220/2010                                EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS                        15th December 2010
 

Educational Attainment of Young People by Age 19, 2008/09 
This Statistical Release presents analysis obtained by matching together datasets of school, further 
education and work-based learning awards to gain a complete picture of attainment. This analysis was 
published for the first time in May 2009, with data through to the year 2006/07. This Release replaces 
that earlier analysis, providing two more recent years of data, but also provides new data for earlier 
years. The statistics are still regarded as experimental, and we welcome any feedback on the approach.   

Attainment at each age includes attainment throughout the whole academic year. The definition of age 
used throughout this release is academic age (age as at 31 August prior to the start of the academic year).  

The methodology used to produce these results is based on similar work done in England. A key 
difference to note is that results for England use age at the end of the academic year. For example, results 
for 19 year olds in this release are equivalent to results for 20 year olds in England. More information on 
level thresholds, data sources, definitions and methodology is in the notes at the end of this release. 

Key results for persons aged 19 in 2008/09 

• 96 per cent had attained the level 1 threshold, 74 per cent had level 2 and 46 per cent had level 3. 

• Level 2 attainment increased by 22 percentage points between ages 15 and 19. Level 3 attainment 
increased by 10 percentage points between ages 17 and 19. 

• Level 1 and 2 attainment at each age from 15 to 19 was higher for subsequent cohorts. 

• The proportion of females achieving each level was higher than for males at all ages, although the 
size of this gap decreased as age increased. 

• Most of level 1 and 2 attainment by age 15 was through academic qualifications, while for post-16 it 
was vocational. Most of level 3 attainment by age 19 was through level 3 general qualifications. 

• Post-16 attainment of levels 1 and 2 through vocational routes was slightly higher for males than for 
females. 

Chart 1: Attainment by level and age for persons aged 19 in 2008/09 
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Attainment tables at levels 1, 2 and 3 (a)

 
Following feedback from the previous release we have revised the presentation of the following 
attainment tables. Each row reflects achievement at that particular academic age; specific cohorts can be 
followed in the tables by moving diagonally down to the right.   
 
Table 1: Proportion of young people attaining the level 1 threshold, by age and year of attainment

Age (a) 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09
15 83 85 86 86 87 88 89
16 88 90 90 91 92 93
17 90 93 93 94 95
18 92 94 95 96
19 94 96 96
20 95 98
21 97

 
• For those aged 19 in 2008/09, the proportion achieving level 1 increased by 11 percentage points 

between the ages of 15 and 19, up to 96 per cent at age 19. The largest increase was at age 16 (5 
percentage points). 

• Attainment at each age was similar or higher when compared with previous cohorts. 
• Attainment continues to increase beyond age 19. 

Table 2: Proportion of young people attaining the level 2 threshold, by age and year of attainment

Age (a) 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09
15 49 51 52 53 55 58 61
16 56 59 60 62 65 67
17 64 67 68 70 72
18 69 71 72 74
19 71 74 74
20 73 75
21 75

 

• For those aged 19 in 2008/09, the proportion achieving level 2 increased by 22 percentage points 
between the ages of 15 and 19, up to 74 per cent at age 19. The largest increase was at age 16 (8 
percentage points). 

• Attainment at each age was similar or higher when compared with previous cohorts. 

Table 3: Proportion of young people attaining the level 3 threshold, by age and year of attainment

Age (a) 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09
17 34 36 36 38 37
18 41 42 43 45
19 44 46 46
20 47 49
21 49

 

• For those aged 19 in 2008/09, the proportion achieving level 3 increased by 10 percentage points 
between the ages of 17 and 19, up to 46 per cent at age 19. 

• Generally, attainment at each age was similar or higher when compared with previous cohorts. 
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(a) Figures for the cohort that were 15 in 2002/03 exclude a small number of awards attained by 15 year olds at 
Further Education institutions and there is also an undercount due to an issue with the data quality of schools data. 
See section 6 of the notes at the end of this release for more information. 



Further analysis of attainment by gender, age and qualification type 
The proportion of females achieving each level was higher than the proportion of males at all ages. The 
difference between male and female attainment was smallest for level 1 and decreased slightly for all 
attainment levels as age increased. 

By age 15, 84 and 51 per cent of the cohort achieved level 1 and 2 (respectively) solely through GCSEs 
and these figures increased only a small amount by age 19. Post-16, vocational routes accounted for most 
of the increases in level 1 and 2 (tables 5 and 7). For post-16 in general, slightly higher proportions of 
males than females achieved level 1 and 2 through vocational routes (tables 4 and 6). 

Most of level 3 attainment by age 19 was through level 3 general qualifications (AS/A-Levels or AVCEs). 
For these qualifications, level 3 attainment for females was 9 percentage points higher than for males, the 
same gap for all qualifications. However, level 3 attainment for males through Advanced 
Apprenticeships was 3 percentage points higher than for females (table 8). 
 
Chart 2: Attainment at level 1 by gender and age, persons aged 19 in 2008/09a)

0

20

40

60

80

100

15 16 17 18 19
Attainment of cohort at age

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Males
Females
Persons

 
• 89 per cent of 15 year old females achieved level 1 compared with 82 per cent of males (gap of 7 

percentage points). 

• By age 19, the gap had decreased to 2 percentage points. 98 per cent of females had achieved 
level 1 compared with 95 per cent of males. 
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Table 4 shows the type of qualifications achieved to reach level 1 post-16, by gender. 

Table 4: Attainment at level 1 by qualification type and gender, persons aged 19 in 2008/09
Per cent

Males Females Persons
Achieved level 1 by age 15 82 89 86

Attainment post-16 13 8 11
5 GCSEs A-G 1 1 1
NVQ Level 1 2 2 2
VRQ Level 1 6 3 5
Level 2+ qualifications 3 2 3
Combination of qualifications 0 0 0

Achieved level 1 by age 19 95 98 96
Number achieving level 1 by age 19 19,000 18,500 37,600

 
• Post-16 attainment at level 1 was 11 per cent with most of this attainment through VRQ Level 1, 

NVQ Level 1 and level 2 or above qualifications. a) 

• Post-16 attainment at level 1 by males was higher than for females for all qualification types. 
 
Table 5 shows the type of qualifications achieved to reach level 1, by age 15 and post-16. 
 
Table 5: Attainment at level 1 by qualification type and age, persons aged 19 in 2008/09

Per cent
Achieved level 

1 by age 15
Achieved level 

1 post-16
Achieved level 

1 by age 19
5 GCSEs A-G 84 1 85
NVQ Level 1 0 2 2
VRQ Level 1 1 5 6
Level 2+ qualifications 0 3 3
Combination of qualifications 0 0 0

Proportion achieving level 1 86 11 96
Number achieving level 1 33,400 4,200 37,600

 
 

• 84 per cent of the cohort achieved level 1 solely through GCSEs by age 15 and 1 per cent achieved 
level 1 solely through GCSEs post-16. 

• Attainment at level 1 through qualifications other than GCSEs was 2 per cent by age 15, 
increasing to 10 per cent post-16. 
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Chart 3: Attainment at level 2 by gender and age, persons aged 19 in 2008/09 
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• 58 per cent of 15 year old females achieved level 2 compared with 46 per cent for males (gap of 12 
percentage points). 

• By age 19, the gap had decreased slightly to 9 percentage points. 79 per cent of females had 
achieved level 2 compared with 70 per cent of males. 

 
Table 6 shows the type of qualifications achieved to reach level 2 post-16, by gender. 
 
Table 6: Attainment at level 2 by qualification type and gender, persons aged 19 in 2008/09

Per cent

Males Females Persons
Achieved level 2 by age 15 46 58 52

Attainment post-16 24 21 22
5 GCSEs A-C 1 1 1

GNVQs / combination of GCSEs & GNVQs 1 1 1
Apprenticeship 6 5 6
NVQ Level 2 5 5 5
VRQ Level 2 7 5 7
Level 3 qualifications 3 3 3
Combination of qualifications 0 0 0

Achieved level 2 by age 19 70 79 74
Number achieving level 2 by age 19 13,900 15,000 28,900
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• Post-16 attainment at level 2 was 22 per cent, with 7 per cent of this attainment through VRQ 
Level 2 and 5 to 6 per cent through Apprenticeships and NVQ Levels 2. 

• The difference between post-16 attainment at level 2 for males and females was larger for 
Apprenticeships and VRQ Level 2 (males 2 percentage points higher than females). 

 
Table 7 shows the type of qualifications achieved to reach level 2, by age 15 and post-16. 
 
Table 7: Attainment at level 2 by qualification type and age, persons aged 19 in 2008/09

Per cent
Achieved level 

2 by age 15 
Achieved level 

2 post-16
Achieved level 

2 by age 19
5 GCSEs A-C 51 1 52
GNVQs / combination of GCSEs & GNVQs 1 1 1
Apprenticeship 0 6 6
NVQ Level 2 0 5 5
VRQ Level 2 0 7 7
Level 3 qualifications 0 3 3
Combination of qualifications 0 0 0

Proportion achieving level 2 52 22 74
Number achieving level 2 20,200 8,700 28,900

 
 

 
• 51 per cent of the cohort achieved level 2 solely through GCSEs by age 15 and 1 per cent achieved 

level 2 solely through GCSEs post-16. 

• Attainment at level 2 through qualifications other than GCSEs was 1 per cent by age 15, 
increasing to 22 per cent post-16. 
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Chart 4: Attainment at level 3 by gender and age, persons aged 19 in 2008/09 
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• 41 per cent of 17 year old females achieved level 3 compared with 31 per cent for males (gap of 10 
percentage points) (not shown in tables). 

• By age 19, the gap had decreased to 9 percentage points. 50 per cent of females had achieved 
level 3 compared with 42 per cent of males. 

 

Table 8 shows the type of qualifications achieved to reach level 3 by age 19, by gender. 
 
Table 8: Attainment at level 3 by qualification type and gender, persons aged 19 in 2008/09

Per cent

Males Females Persons

AS/A-Levels or AVCEs (a) 26 35 30
Apprenticeship 4 1 3
NVQ Level 3 2 3 2
VRQ Level 3 10 11 10
Combination of qualifications 0 1 0

Proportion achieving level 3 42 50 46
Number achieving level 3 by age 19 8,300 9,600 17,900

(a): Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education  
 

• Most of the attainment at level 3 by age 19 was through level 3 general qualifications (30 per cent 
through AS/A-Levels or AVCEs) and VRQ Level 3 (10 per cent). 

• Attainment at level 3 through level 3 general qualifications was 9 percentage points higher for 
females than males. 

• Attainment at level 3 through Apprenticeships was 3 percentage points higher for males than 
females.  
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Notes
 
1. Background 
The Annual Population Survey (APS) is currently used to estimate the highest qualification level of the 
population in Wales for monitoring of progress towards Assembly targets. However due to problems 
with small survey samples and mis-reporting of qualifications held it is not appropriate to use these data 
for individual years of age and statistics for small age bands such as 19-21 can be subject to large 
margins of error. 
 
This project aims to improve estimates by matching together datasets of school, further education and 
work-based learning awards to gain a complete picture of attainment. Advantages of this approach 
include the potential to monitor attainment at a local level and track progress of individuals over time. 
This method has been used successfully in England for the past six years. 
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000917/index.shtml
 
Uses of these data 
Qualification levels of young people from the APS have been used to monitor progress towards existing 
Assembly targets, such as those included within the Learning Country: Vision into Action, Wales: A 
Vibrant Economy and Local Authority targets on qualification levels for 19-21 year olds. There are also 
targets for the proportion of pupils leaving school with no qualifications that are currently measured by 
other methods. These data can be used instead of, or in conjunction with, APS figures to monitor more 
effectively those performance indicators and targets. 
 
These data will provide baseline measures for monitoring the intended impact of the 14-19 Learning 
Pathways policy, which will see a widening of scope in terms of the qualifications taken and is likely to 
lead to less traditional routes being followed. It is intended that this will be possible for both national 
and local practitioners and policy makers. 
 
The level 3 threshold data is also one of the 32 child poverty indicators used to monitor progress of the 
Child Poverty strategy in Wales.   
 
While these data have been obtained through matching together of pupil-level records, it is only 
appropriate to use aggregates of these data. It is not appropriate to use the matched data for individual 
pupils. 
 
2. Definitions 
Academic age: Age as at 31st August prior to the start of the academic year. For example, young people 
aged 19 on 31st August 2008 have academic age 19 in the academic year 2008/09. 
 
Cohort size: This is the size of the cohort at age 14 for schools in Wales, including those living in 
England and attending a school in Wales. This does not include pupils living in Wales but attending a 
school in England. For more information on the data source, see section 3 of these notes. 
 
Table 9: Cohort size at age 14

2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Cohort size 38,800 39,700 39,000 39,400 39,800 39,300 37,900
 

 
Cohort: Throughout this release, the cohorts of young people are referred to by the academic year in 
which they are of academic age 19. For example, young people aged 19 in 2008/09 were 19 on 31st 
August 2008 and were born in the time period 1st September 1988 – 31st August 1989. 
 
Post-16: This is defined as between the ages of 15 and 19 in this release.
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Level thresholds: Thresholds represent a volume, or ‘size’ of qualifications at a specific level on the 
National Qualifications Framework (NQF). Three thresholds have been established: 
• Level 1 – a volume of qualifications at Level 1 equivalent to the volume of 5 GCSEs at Grade D-G 
• Level 2 – a volume of qualifications at Level 2 equivalent to the volume of 5 GCSEs at Grade A*-C 
• Level 3 – a volume of qualifications at Level 3 equivalent to the volume of 2 A-Levels 

 
The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) assign level 1, 2 and 3 widths to all qualifications. 
Examples of such widths are shown in Table 9 below. 
 
Table 10: Example QCA widths at levels 1, 2 and 3

Qualification Level 1 width Level 2 width Level 3 width

GSE A-Level (A-E) 80 80 50
GSE AS-Level (A-E) 40 40 25
GCSE (A*-C) 20 20 0  
 
A total width of 100 or more is required to achieve each level. Further explanation of the level thresholds 
and discounting can be found at  
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/about/data-collection/schools/examperformance/?lang=en
 
The database of approved qualifications for use in Wales can be found at http://www.daqw.org.uk/
 
Level 3 general qualifications: AS/A-Levels and AVCEs (Advanced Vocational Certificate of 
Education). 
 
3. Sources of data 
Key Stage 4 and post-16 school examination results (KS4/5) – 2002/03 to 2008/09 
These data were collected by the Welsh Assembly Government from awarding organisations for the 
school performance exercises from 2003 to 2009 and have been checked by schools. The figures include 
any exam re-grades, rescinds and missing qualifications where evidence was provided within the 
allotted time period. 
 
Lifelong Learning Wales Record (LLWR) – 2003/04 to 2008/09 
The LLWR was introduced in 2004 as a unified data collection system which would enable further 
education, work-based learning and community learning to be funded and monitored on a consistent 
basis. Prior to this, data were collected through separate systems. 
 
Vocational Qualifications – 2003/04 to 2008/09 
Information on National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) and Vocationally Related Qualifications 
(VRQs) has been taken from the National Information System for Vocational Qualifications (NISVQ) 
held by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF). The NISVQ collects candidate level 
information on awards of all types of accredited vocational qualifications from awarding bodies. In 
recent years, there has been an increase in the coverage of Vocationally Related Qualifications (VRQs) 
due to an increase in the number of awarding bodies reporting information. 
 
Denominator: Pupil Level Annual School Census (PLASC & STATS1) – 2001/02 to 2007/08 
PLASC is an electronic collection of pupil and school level data provided by all maintained sector 
primary, secondary, nursery and special schools in January each year. PLASC replaced the STATS1 
school level data collected from secondary schools in 2003. The denominator is the size of the cohort 
aged 14, as measured in PLASC or STATS1. See section 4 of these notes for the reasons why this data 
source was used for denominators used in percentage calculations. 
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4. Methodology 
The awards datasets were matched together and to the pupil data using statistical fuzzy matching 
routines. These routines use identifiers such as names, date of birth, home postcode and unique pupil 
number. Information on the success rates for matching can be found in section 6 of these notes. 
Indicators were produced to calculate attainment from each dataset and combined to give overall levels. 
 
Discounting of academic qualifications 
Academic qualifications have been discounted to ensure that they are not counted twice in the levels of 
attainment. Discounting was applied by qualification level and subject, within and across academic 
years. For example, a pupil achieves AS-Level English in 2007/08 (level 3 width 25) then A-Level 
English in 2008/09 (level 3 width 50). The contribution of these qualifications to level 3 is 25 in 2007/08 
and 50 in 2008/09 (not 75). 
 
Academic data from the LLWR 
Since the KS4/5 datasets do not contain full coverage of academic attainment at FE colleges, these data 
were supplemented by academic attainment data from the LLWR. To assign QCA widths to the 
academic LLWR records some of the grade values needed to be recoded for example from PASS to P (95 
per cent of recodes), R(B) to B, and * to A*. 
 
Choice of denominator 
A review was undertaken in England as to whether the denominator should be the size of the cohort at 
age 14 in PLASC, or the mid year estimate of population (MYE) at age 14. It was decided that the size of 
the PLASC cohort at age 14 should be used and the same methodology has been used for Wales in this 
release. The benefits of this method include that the cohort size is fixed (once known) and is not revised, 
and these cohort sizes are census counts and not estimates. Further information can be found on p39-43 
of report 38 at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/quality_review/education.asp. 
 
Accounting for migration 
Attainment levels are subject to under or over-estimation, depending on whether there is net outward or 
inward migration. It is assumed that learners with level 3 attainment but no prior attainment are 
migrants into Wales. These learners have been excluded from level 1 and 2 attainment but included in 
level 3 attainment. They are excluded from level 1 and 2 attainment as it is assumed that they are 
balanced out by learners who attain level 1 or 2 in Wales but then leave Wales and attain level 3. Further 
information can be found in section 3 of report 38 (link to website given above). 
 
Rounding 
Please note that figures are rounded and therefore there may be apparent slight discrepancies in the 
percentage point changes identified. 
 
5. Plans for further publication  
This release and associated StatsWales tables present data at an all Wales level. The matched data is 
suitable for analysis at local authority level, however, we have some concern about the fitness for 
purpose of these estimates, particularly in relation to migration with England for border authorities. 

This year in addition to matching school, further education and work-based learning data, we also 
matched higher education data from the Higher Education Statistics Agency.  

Both of these areas need further exploratory analysis, to assess data quality and fitness for publication, 
we will publish details of our progress and plans in the New Year. There is also the opportunity to 
analyse these matched data alongside pupil characteristic information (e.g., free school meal entitlement, 
ethnicity) and we would welcome any suggestions for priorities for further analysis. 
 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/quality_review/education.asp


6. Key quality information 
Our statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of Practice for Official 
Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. 
They are produced free from any political interference. 
 
These statistics are classified as experimental statistics. Experimental statistics are new official statistics 
undergoing evaluation. They are published in order to involve users and stakeholders in their 
development and as means to build in quality at an early stage. Full explanatory notes on experimental 
statistics can be found at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=173. We welcome comments 
on this release so please send these to post16ed.stats@wales.gsi.gov.uk or call 029 2082 3357. 
 
Issue with data quality in 2002/03 
Up to and including 2006/07, school performance information has been published using a set of 
aggregate school level data and not by using the individual matched pupil data as in this release. While 
producing this release it has become clear that there are quality issues with the pupil level data for 
2002/03 which mean that the published national figures cannot be replicated. Data for later years are of 
better quality due to the ongoing improvements made to our quality assurance procedures.  
 
From 2008/09 onwards, school performance information has been collected at pupil level and the data 
subjected to the same quality assurance procedures as other pupil level data collections e.g. PLASC, KS1-
3 and attendance. 
 
Also for 2002/03, data for further education institutions from the Individualised Student Record (ISR) 
was not included. This was due to the small number of achievements that would be added to the overall 
attainment figures at levels 1 and 2. This has led to a small undercount of attainment levels for the cohort 
of 15 year olds in 2002/03. From 2003/04, this data was obtained from the LLWR. 
 
Success rates for the matching of datasets 
Table 11 shows the success rates for matching the NISVQ and LLWR against pupil records. Unmatched 
records are the result of under-matching (due to data quality) and new candidates.  

Table 11: Percentage matched to pupil records, by dataset and year

Academic year NISVQ LLWR

2002/03 N/A N/A
2003/04 98.3 98.7
2004/05 98.0 98.6
2005/06 98.2 98.6
2006/07 98.1 98.8
2007/08 96.3 98.3
2008/09 96.2 97.5
All years 97.0 98.3

 
 
Comparison with previous release 
Table 12 shows the comparable matching success rates from the previous Statistical Release (Educational 
Attainment of Young People by Age 19, 2006/07). This demonstrates that the percentage of successful 
matches has decreased slightly between the two exercises. This does not reflect a change in the quality of 
the data, but a difference of approach to the minimum match criteria (further information is given 
below). Examples of the impact on published percentages is shown in table 13.     
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Table 12: Percentage matched to pupil records, by dataset and year, from 2006/07 exercise

Academic year NISVQ LLWR

2002/03 N/A N/A
2003/04 99.8 99.6
2004/05 99.3 99.7
2005/06 98.8 99.4
2006/07 98.8 99.3
All years 99.0 99.4

 
Table 13: Comparison with matched data from 2006/07 for cohort aged 19 in 2006/07

2006/07 2008/09 2006/07 2008/09 2006/07 2008/09

2002/03 83 83 49 49
2003/04 89 88 57 56
2004/05 92 90 64 64 36 34
2005/06 94 92 69 69 43 41
2006/07 96 94 71 71 46 44

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

 
 
The LLWR, NISVQ and HESA records were statistically matched to KS4/5 and PLASC records. A 
statistical match is matching at a level of quality suitable for use at aggregate level and statistical 
purposes but not individual pupil-level. Although the same matching routines would be applied for a 
full match the extent of manual checking and amendment afterwards is much less. To find the best 
match between datasets the matching routines work from the strongest through to relatively weaker 
match levels or combinations. A minimum match criteria is defined to prevent over-matching. Over-
matching is the problem where two candidates are matched together when they should not be. Under-
matching is the problem where two records belonging to a single candidate are not matched together. 
The differences between table 11 and table 12 for the same year of data indicate that minimum match 
criteria have been set differently between this and the previous exercise – with this exercise favouring an 
under-matched rather than an over-matched dataset. This highlights the use of a statistical matching 
exercise and the still experimental nature of these statistics, and we welcome any feedback on the 
approach adopted.  
 
Change to qualifications included within level thresholds  
In 2006/07, wider level thresholds were introduced to include all qualifications approved for use in 
Wales therefore including more vocational qualifications, such as BTECs, ASDANs and Key Skills. These 
additional vocational qualifications have not been included for 2006/07, but are included for 2007/08 
and 2008/09. 
 
Sources for under-estimates of attainment levels 
• Mis-matches (records matched when they should not have been) 
• Net inward migrants with prior attainment that is not counted 
• Death of young people who may have gone on to achieve levels 1-3 
• Attainment in England not included for those studying at both Welsh and English institutions. 

 
Sources for over-estimates of attainment levels 
• Under-matching (records not matched when they should have been) 
• Net outward migration or death of young people who have already achieved levels 1-3 

 
Quality assurance of the results 
Table 14 shows comparisons of matched academic data against pupil exam results (the latest of these 
releases is at http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/headlines/schools2010/1011301/?lang=en ). These 
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provide us with a baseline against which to assess the quality of the matched data, the table shows the 
small percentage difference between the 2 sets of results. 
 
Table 14: Comparison of matched academic data against published KS4 results for 15 year olds

Level 1

Academic year Matched data (a)
Published Key 
Stage 4 results

Actual 
difference

Percentage 
difference

2003/04 33,417 33,448 -31 -0.1 

-0.1 
-0.0 
-0.2 
-0.2 

2004/05 32,806 32,803 3 0.0
2005/06 33,428 33,424 4 0.0
2006/07 (b) 33,909 33,904 5 0.0
2007/08 33,939 33,885 54 0.2
2008/09 33,254 33,170 84 0.3

Level 2

Academic year Matched data (a)
Published Key 
Stage 4 results

Actual 
difference

Percentage 
difference

2003/04 20,177 20,172 5 0.0
2004/05 20,121 20,092 29 0.1
2005/06 20,873 20,902 -29
2006/07 (b) 21,432 21,433 -1
2007/08 22,583 22,617 -34
2008/09 22,771 22,812 -41

(a) Includes matched KS4 data only. Does not include data from LLWR or NISVQ

(b) Comparisons for 2006/07 use the older definition of level thresholds (used pre-2006/07) and 
not the wider definition of level thresholds  
 
Comparisons with other data sources 
Comparisons with similar data in England should be made with caution due to slight differences in 
methodology:- 
 
• Data for Wales use standard QCA widths for all qualifications, as explained in section 2 of these 

notes. However, data for England use different widths for some qualifications. 
• Attainment levels for Wales use age at the start of the academic year while levels for England use 

age at the end of the academic year. For example, attainment at age 19 in Wales is equivalent to 
attainment at age 20 in England. 

 
Comparisons have been made at levels 2 and 3 (data for level 1 not published in England) using the 
following data: 
• Wales: At age 19 for the cohort aged 19 in 2008/09 
• England: At age 20 for the cohort aged 19 in 2008 
These comparisons show that level 2 and 3 attainment in Wales is around 5 and 7 percentage points 
lower than in England, respectively.  
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Table 15 shows comparisons of attainment for 19 year olds in Wales against qualification levels from the 
Annual Population Survey. 
 
Table 15: Comparison of matched data against the Annual Population Survey for 19 year olds

Per cent

Matched data: 
19 in 2008/09

19 year olds from the 
APS (2007-9 average) Difference

Level 1 96 92 4.2
Level 2 74 75 -0.3 

-3.6 Level 3 46 50

 
 
Further information 
StatsWales contains further data to support this release, including by qualification type. 
http://www.statswales.wales.gov.uk/
The latest release of English data from the Department for Education. 
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000917/index.shtml  
National Statistics Quality Review (report 38) into similar methodology used in England 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/quality_review/education.asp. 
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